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July 2026 Geppo        
Calendar –  

Monthly Services are held the second Saturday of the month at 
10:00 am 

Monthly Service, Sat. July 11 10:00  am, Rev. Stacy Reardon 
 Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service 祥月法要   
 Hatsubon 初盆. First Obon following the death of a family member 
 
Obon at BCSB 
Sat. July 18 12:00 – 4:00 pm  
Obon お盆. Gathering of Joy  
Obon is our annual festival 
of joy in which we gather 
and remember our 
deceased ancestors with 
gratitude and reverence.  
Obon Dance Practice, Roberta 
Cook, Melanie Fujii, and Doreen 
Sasaki 
CHANGED From July 11 practice 
to July 10, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
LAST practice on July 17 from 
6:00 – 8:00 pm. 
Awesome handout by Sylvia 
Morikawa with URLs for dance 
and explanation of lyrics.** 
https://www.buddhistchurchofsantabarbara.org/obon-2/ 
OTHER PRACTICES AND OBON DATES 
Oxnard Buddhist Temple, https://www.oxnardbuddhisttemple.org/obt-home  
 Dance practice, July 2, July 7, July 9, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
 OBON Festival, Saturday, July 11, 1:00 – 8:00 pm 
Guadalupe Buddhist Church, https://guadalupebuddhistchurch.org/obon-festival 
 OBON Festival, July 26, Sunday, 12 noon– 6:00 pm at Santa Maria 
Veterans Memorial Building, Santa Maria, CA 93458 
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June Service, Dharma Message 
Recap, Rev. JP deGuzman  
In his June Dharma message, Rev. JP 
showed how radical the founder, Shinran 
Shonin, (1173-1263) was with his 
egalitarian views, encouraging questions to 
find yourself through curiosity.  In a time 
when there was a monastery with elite 
monks in a monastery, Shinran left the 
monastery, married and had a family, and, 
ate meat in a period where butchers were 
the lowest caste; clergy were celibate; and 
women were not ordained as ministers.   
The research of Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson 
shows that there are rumors that the first 
same sex marriage was conducted at the 
Buddhist Church of San Francisco in the 
1950s! The first documented wedding took 
place in 1976 at the San Francisco temple 
under the future bishop Rev. Koshin 
Ogui.  
Since then, ministers have been conducting 
these ceremonies without much 
controversy or debate. Why? The main 
reason lies in the Primal Vow of Amida 

Buddha to liberate all sentient beings 
without discrimination. Since Amida is 
limitless wisdom and compassion itself and 
inherently does not discriminate, there is no 
doctrinal reason to oppose same sex or 
gender inclusive marriage. Perhaps you 
might have heard of the most high-profile 
same-sex Jodo Shinshu wedding in the US: 
when noted actor and civil rights 
activist George Takei of Star Trek fame 
wed Brad Altman in a ceremony officiated 
by Rev. William Briones in 2008!  

 

Acknowledgement and Appreciation 
Behind-the-Scenes Contributions 
Landscape Maintenance – Besides the careful shaping by Greg Kitajima 
and the outside cleaning and garden care by Dennis Ito, others have been 
improving our landscape.  Thank you to Nancy Husband, Junko Torigoe, 
Mara Tucker, JJ Uyehara, and Doug Wilson. 
 
Church Maintenance. Did you know that our building is 7600 sq ft?  Takes a 
lot of maintenance!  Many thanks! to Dennis and Sets Furuike for their 
weekly care of the kitchen, social hall, and restrooms!!  Thanks also to Ted 
Muneno for setting up and taking down the social hall tables and chairs. For 
the floral area extra cleaning, thanks to Jodi Miles and Junko Torigoe.  And, 
Dennis Ito fixed the screen door to the Kitchen and replaced lights in the 
Social Hall so it’s much brighter. J 
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Thank you! To Ted Muneno for his careful restoration of a table for our Library 
room.  Photos of before and after work by Ted. 

  
Service Onaijin. Much appreciation to all who provide for the monthly service:  
Rev JP for vacuuming and cleaning the back; Dennis and Sets for oranges 
and apples (In Jodo Shinshu practice, the fruit offering symbolizes the ripening 
of receiving the Amida’s compassion as well as reminder of impermanence, 
and the gratitude of the bounty from the natural world.)  Doug and JJ provide 
the rice(obuppan) in gratitude for Amida’s compassion.   Thanks to Jodi for 
her beautiful floral arrangements and evergreen leaves signifying beauty and 
impermanence in life.   
June DONATIONS With much appreciation and gratitude 
Treasurer’s Report of June Donations:   Sets Furuike   $5038 
Memorial Service 
M/M Dennis Furuike (Toshiyuki Baba)  
JJ Uyehara (Raymond & Emi Uyehara)  
M/M Jeffrey Tamura (Ochi & Tamura 
families for 2026)  
M/M Ted Muneno (Tomiye Muneno)  
M/M Ted Muneno (Joe Watanabe)  
Fujii Family (Robert Fujii)  
Joyce Shellley (Tatsuzo & Kito Komatsu) 

Special Donations 
Monday Qigong  class (May) 
Dennis Ito (June) 

 
Anonymous 

contributions to the saisen-bako 
(donation box) 

Rennyo Shonin 
M/M Dennis Furuike  
Ted Muneno 
JJ Uyehara 

Parents’ Day 
M/M Dennis Furuike  

 
Obon.  

Lonny Ishihara   
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JULY Memorial - Shotsuki Hoyo 
Let us remember the countless benefits we have 
received as a result of those who went before us. 

 
 
 OBON Preparation Thank-you! 
Goodness!  The Fujii sisters, Roberta, Doreen, and 
Melanie, are just excellent teachers and keeping it fun 
for everyone. There’s been about 30 dancers coming to 
practice – some for the first time and others who have 
danced over many years!  Great to see everyone!  
Sylvia Morikawa, did lots of research to look up the 
dances on-line, AND she researched the lyrics!  Always 
more fun to understand the dance meanings.   
Not only that, Sylvia made some tenegui so that BCSB 
would have some to lend out at Obon.   
https://www.buddhistchurchofsantabarbara.org/obon-2/ 
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Dharma Message. Obon:  Remembering Aerin 
Rev. JP deGuzman 

Unfortunately, I won’t be able to 
join you for our July 11 service, 
but, as long as the doors are 
open, the dharma will be heard! 
Please welcome back warmly 
Rev. Stacy Reardon, who will 
officiate the service. 
 As we prepare for our Obon, in 
which we remember with 
gratitude and reverence our 
ancestors who have attained 
Nirvana, I am reminded of the 
death of one of my former 
students, Aerin. 
 In a lifetime, which feels like 
many hundreds of thousands of 
kalpas ago, I taught 8th grade 
history. One year, I had an 
exceptionally creative student 
named Aerin in my class. In the 
beginning she often seemed 
timid, but as time progressed 

and we got to know 
each other, the 
proverbial wall around 
her crumbled. She 
smiled and laughed 
more, and I was 
privileged to witness 
how kind and artistic a 
student she was.  
Sadly, she headed 
into 9th  grade with 

unimaginable 
uncertainty: a 
diagnosis of a rare 
form of cancer. 
Repudiating the 

doctor’s 
recommendation to 
skip a year, she dove 
into her classes as 
best she could and 

the transition to Zoom halfway 
through the year due to COVID-
19 actually allowed her to fully 
immerse herself into the 
community while protecting her 
immunocompromised health. 
She went on to complete high 
school, graduating in 2023 and 
starting a promising, yet short-
lived life, at USC. 
In February 2024 Aerin 
tragically passed away, leaving 
her family and countless others 
in sorrow. Hers was a beautiful 
life, cut too short. 
As time passed, however, her 
loved ones brought to light a 
trove of letters that Aerin wrote 
to her best friend as they 
departed for college. They were 
resplendent in their loving 
simplicity offering laughter, 

care, and wisdom. Inspired by 
this exchange, those loved 
ones established the Aerin 
Project 
[www.theaerinproject.com] 
which takes inspiration from 
Aerin’s compassion. The 
project is a wide-ranging 
curriculum that guides students 
of all ages in composing letters 
to others. The goal of the letters 
is to spark encouragement and 
hope, something our society is 
in dire need of today. 
In this way, although Aerin is 
now one of the ancestors, she 
continues to guide others to a 
sense of well-being through her 
eponymous project. As such, 
her ongoing story is the perfect 
encapsulation of the Buddhist 
concept of Oso eko, genso eko. 
This is a treasured teaching that 
holds that our ancestors 
actively guide us to our own 
spiritual peace after their own 
death. This might be through 
the lessons they left us with, or 
the feeling of holding one of 
their sweaters, or the scent of 
their cologne, or finding a letter 
they left behind.  
At Obon we dance for joy 
comforted by the assurance 
that our deceased loved ones 
are one with all life and with 
great compassion, knowing that 
they continue to shape us. I will 
see you in the odori circle next 
month and will hold Aerin’s 
memory in my heart. 
 
Kalpas   long period of time
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Church News Such a joyous 
occasion!  Obon Festival!   July 18, 
2026, from 12 noon to 4 pm!  
https://www.buddhistchurchofsanta
barbara.org/obon/ 
Jodi Miles has been busy 
coordinating and arranging vendors, 
logistics, and volunteer staffing. 
VOLUNTEER REQUESTS on July 
18:  
Setup chairs and pop-ups:   
9:00-9:45 am, Contact Doug 
Wilson, (805)450-0025  
Assistance with teaching origami:  
Contact Jodi Miles, (805)701-1602; 
also can signup after July 11 Service 
Donations of snacks:  Bake sale 
goods are welcome! 
We will have cold water to give 
away, so if you see a need, please 
do help distribute.   
DRAFT Schedule (Subject to 

change)  
12:00 Welcome:  
 Rev JP Guzman opening message 
12:15 - 12:30 Hula performance 

from Amatasi Polynesian 
Group 

12:35 – 12:50 Okinawan Dance 
performance 

1:10 Taiko Drumming 
1:40 Bon Odori Dances 
2:40 Taiko Drumming 
3:10 Bon Odori Dances 
4:00 Obon closes 
Volunteers to put away chairs 

From Opening at noon to 4:00pm 
Everyone is welcome to view 
exhibits of ikebana, bonsai, and art 
exhibits. 

 
Please browse at our vendors, 
purchase snacks and Dance!   
 
Quiet moments of reflection can 
occur in the Hondo (本堂) or the 
main hall.  We will have the onaijin 
((お内陣) or the altar area for 
viewing and contemplation.   

 
In the Social 
Hall, 
Mr. Brian and 
Jodi Miles will 
present their art;  
The Muneno 
sisters and 
Harumi Nishimura 
will present their 
wares also.  
There will be an 

origami station and a Treasures’ 
Table  
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