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  April 2026 Geppo  
CALENDAR 
Preparation for Hanamatsuri, 9:00 am April 10 We welcome 
help in preparing the hanamido with Jodi Miles.  You’re also welcome 
to bring flowers on April 10 and before the service on April 11. 
April Service Sat.  10:00 am April 11  Rev. JP deGuzman 
Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service 祥月法要  
Hanamatsuri 花祭、灌仏会, Celebration of Buddha’s Birth 
In April we celebrate Hanamatsuri, which means flower festival in 
Japanese. It commemorates the birth of the historical Buddha, 
Siddhartha Gautauma, who became Sakyamuni Buddha when he 
attained nirvana as an adult. Legend tells us that abundant flowers 
bloomed and sweet rain fell from the sky when he was born. Truly, an 
auspicious occasion!  Rev JP deGuzman 

MAY Service:  May 9,  10:00 AM,  
Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service, 祥月法要 and  
Gotan-e Shinran Shonin Birthday Service、宗祖親鸞聖人降誕会 

Member News 
The Tamura family is sad to let the members of the church know that Grace Tamura 
passed away on March 12th.  She will be missed by all who knew her. 
The cemetery service will be on Friday, April 17th at 11:00 a.m. at the Santa Barbara 
Cemetery, 901 Channel Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93108.  Lunch will be served 
afterwards at Buddhist Church of Santa Barbara.  After lunch, there will be a funeral 
service starting around 1:00 at the Buddhist Church led by Rev. Blake Honda. 
 

 

Figure 1 Wisteria hanging down 
humbly and interlacing, 
integrating into a whole.  
Wisteria planted by Mr. Harry 
Okino in the late 1960’s. 
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April Memorial Service will be held for: 

 Treasurer’s Report:   Sets Furuike  $3,378 
BCSB is grateful for the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA) grant for 
continuation of the outreach and educational efforts by Rev. JP deGuzman for 
another year.  Rev. JP’s outgoing personality, outreach, and artistic talent in flyers 
and social media have truly energized our Sangha and drawn interest to BCSB. 
The temple gratefully acknowledges the following donations (Orei 御礼) 

Memorial Service 
M/M Dennis Furuike (Mary Okino,  

Minesaburo  & Yasu Morihisa) 
Lonny Ishihara (Mary Okino, Shoji 
Yamada)  
Junko Torigoe (Ken Kurozumi) 

Special 
Monday Qigong 
Dennis Ito 
Mika Yamada 
Donation Box (saisen-
bako 賽銭箱) 

Spring Ohigan 
M/M Dennis Furuike 
Bianca Ayers 
Tamako Nishimura 
Junko Torigoe 
Mary Saito 

Members  Thank you! to those who joined in March:    Terri Yamada, Mika Yamada, 
Jodi Miles, Junko Torigoe, Mary Saito, and Emiliano Gallegos.

MR. AKIHIKO TAKANO MR. TORATARO KUDO 
MR. YOHEI KAWAMURA MR. MASATO YAMADA 
MR. SANNOSUKE NOYE MR. HISAYOSHI KUSAYANAGI 
MRS. KEI MURAKAMI MR. MASAKI KOGA 
MR. KANEKO  MR. YONEKICHI INOUYE 
MISS MISA IWASAKI MRS. FUSAYE KOZAKI 
MRS. TSUYO MATSUMOTO MR. TOYOKICHI OMURA 
THE OTSUKA FAMILY MR. SATORU NAKAMURA 
MR. SENTARO ASAKURA MRS. MARY KUWAMOTO BARETT 
MR. HISAKICHI HIKIDA MRS. HISAO YAMADA 
MR. TOMISUKE KAWANO MRS. MARY KOGA 
MR. YOICHI NISHIHARA MR. HENRY HIRAKU TANAKA 
MRS. MITSUYE MATSUBARA MR. ICHIRO TORIGOE 
MR. ISHIYEI KUROZUMI MRS. CHII SATO 
MISS YEIKO KOMATSU MR. HIROSHI TAKEDA 
MR. GENKICHI HIRASHIMA MRS. AYAKO OKADA 
MR. TOMEKICHI KOGA MRS. FLORENCE TSUNODA 
MRS. MIYOKO TABATA MRS. DOROTHY FUJII 
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Summary of March Dharma Message 
Acknowledging the controversial events and 
positive activism occurring now, Rev. JP 
recalled the times during the founding of Jodo 
Shinshu.  “Our school of Buddhism was forged 
in difficult time… of warlords, caste system, 
civil war, and era of invasions”.  Even 
Buddhism had a strict ranking system.  
Shinran Shonin, however, decided to live 
among the people and learned from them.  He 
saw that enlightenment and compassion 

shone on all, just needed to receive it.  “Shin Buddhism is about experimenting; have to try 
it out for yourself.” (More info at Shin Buddhism BCA webpage.) 
We were honored to have four visitors from San Fernando Valley Buddhist Hongwanji 
Temple: Ken Mui, Priscilla Mui, Judy Matsuzaki, and Stephanie Bowen.   
Dharma Message  
by Rev. JP deGuzman  April 2026 – Humility and Joy 
In April, we celebrate the birth of Siddartha 
Gautauma, the prince who went on to reject the 
world of earthly pleasures, awaken to the Dharma to 
become Śākyamuni Buddha, and share those 
timeless truths with the world. Please join us on 
April 11th as we adorn the temple hondo (Buddha 
hall) with the sights and scents of flowers in 
the hanamido (Buddha flower pavilion).  
One flower that we see often in Jodo Shinshu is 
wisteria, in the form of a crest known as the Kujo 
Sagarifuji No Mon (“Kujo-pendant-wisteria-crest”). 
We can see it atop the temple entrance, on the 
minister’s podium, in our service books, stitched on 
our montoshikisho (ritual stole), or on the 
newsletter. The Kujo family was so deeply moved by 
the Nembutsu Buddhadharma that they became 
unstinting patrons of the Jodo Shinshu Hongnwanji-
ha, our mother organization. We’ve used their family 
crest as our own ever since. 

We adopt the wisteria crest not only as a reverent 
“shout out” to the Kujo family, but for the ways in 
which the gently drooping blossoms teach us about 
one of the most important Shinshu teachings: nishu 
jinshin (two aspects of deep mind). Through opening 
our hearts and minds we realize that we are foolish 
beings, beset with greed, anger, and delusion, which 
brings us to feel immense humility. We bow our 
heads, like the wisteria, lamenting, “Wow, am I really 
like that!?” Despite our bonbu (foolish) ways, or 
rather because of them, we receive infinite wisdom 
shining a light on our path towards spiritual 
liberation and unconditional compassion to support 
us on that journey. This enables us to live a joyful life 
of growth and vitality just like the vibrant, 
blossoming wisteria. How grateful I am that 
Śākyamuni Buddha appeared in this world to spread 
the teachings of this limitless light and life that is 
with us always! 

 

Figure 2  Four visitors from San Fernando Valley 
Hongwanji came to BCSB for March service. 
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CHURCH NEWS
Thanks to Ron Gee who unravelled the mysteries of our  home webpage!  Christophe 
Sautot had modernized the webpage last year, and Rev. deGuzman had been adding 
posts.  But, with Ron Gee’s tutelage, Rev. deGuzman  redesigned  our home page to 
follow the template of other temples’ webpages, being very welcoming to those who are 
looking for a little information, and wrote more posts about our mission, history, priests, 
etc.   
Ron Gee is from the Venice Buddhist Hongwanji.  He introduced us to many BCA 
officers helping us broaden our network so we can fully participate in the new ventures 
that BCA is pioneering and present a small temple’s perspective.  
THANK YOU TO TED MUNENO   In May 2024, when Sets and Dennis asked for 
assistance in keeping the church open or we would need to close, Ted Muneno stepped 
up as Acting President during this critical time.  He was open-minded and decisive 
about strategic direction so the rest of the Acting Officers could execute and implement 
plans.  With his longtime network of colleagues and friends, Ted drew in a lot of other 
members during 2025.  In March 2025, he was voted into the Cabinet for a one-yr term.  
From then, he made many more contributions, lending his expertise in woodworking, 
volunteering to maintain the social hall, and in leading his extended family to engage 
with BCSB.  Ted thinks “the church is in good 
hands now” and will continue as one of our 
valuable, active members. THANK YOU!!! 
OBON PREPARATION Countdown to July 18, 
BCSB Obon date 

ROBERTA COOK, our intrepid dance 
teacher, recently participated in the 
Southern District Obon Dance teaching 
session.  This practice allows many people 
to visit other temples during their Obon 
weekend and share in many celebrations of 
joy!  Roberta is planning on dance practices 
starting in June. 

TREASURES’ TABLE Jodi Miles  requests that 
you  remember potential donations for the 
table.  Obon revelers are very interested in 
Asian -motif  crafts, dishware, cloths, etc.  
 

Figure 3 Setsuko Okino (Furuike), Junko Torigoe, and 
Joanne Torigoe (Tabata) in front of Girls Day exhibit. 
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