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Figure 1 Depiction of Buddha attaining enlightenment. Excerpt
from Buddha Weekly, 2023

"¢ Sat, 10:00 AM, February 14

. Guest Speaker: Rev. Stacy Reardon

#2 Nehan-e YE#%2: Nirvana Day

8 Shotsuki Hoyo Monthly Memorial Service ££H
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% General Meeting. 11:15-11:45, Looking

- - forward! on BCSB plans for this year; Meeting
. will be during potluck for those in-person.
Video Option available by emailing
newsbcsb@gmail.com and obtaining web browser link.

Sat. 10:00 am March 14. Rev. JP DeGuzman

Shotsuki Hoyo Memorial Service £ H {53
Spring O-higan (Equinox) & ¥31% =

Memorial Service will be held for:

MRS. TATSUO MIYATA MR. KOZO TAKABATAKE
MRS. KONO KAMURI MRS. KIMA WATANABE

MR. TSURUKICHI MATSUO MR. TOTARO OHMURA

MR. KUMEJIRO OKUI MR. MASASHI NAKASHIMO
MR. MATSUJU SHINOHARA | MR. THOMAS NUMAZU

MR. EIKICHI IWASAKI MRS. HINA INOUYE

MR. OTOKICHI KAWANO MISS. KATSUYE YOKOMATSU
THE MATSUNAGA FAMILY MRS. SACHIKO TAKEI

MRS. TSUYAKO MAYEDA MRS. MITSUKO AOI

MRS. TANE KOMATSU MR. KAZUNOBU NAKASHIMO
MRS. TOYO TORIGOE MS. NAOKO ISHIHARA

MRS. SUZI OCHI MR. TARO KAWAKAMI

MR. MITSUO SHIBAO MS. SUZI OCHI
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Acknowledgement and Appreciation

TREASURER’S Report: Sets Furuike Dec Monetary Donations $2886

Memorial Service Special Ho-Onko

M/M Dennis Furuike (Yoshio Aoi, Monday Qigong M/M Dennis

Tom Tsunoda, Terry Ishihara King) | (December) Furuike
M/M Ted Muneno (Daizo Muneno, Dennis Ito (Jan) Bianca Ayers

Steve Hirata) Ellen Clark (for all of |JJ Uyehara and
M/M Donald Muneno (Daizo 2026, including Doug Wilson

Muneno) membership Junko Torigoe
Mary Hide (Junsuke Kanetomo) donation) Tamako
Tamako Nishimura (George Rafael Ikeda and Nishimura

Nishimura) Kristen Yoza Mary Saito
Joyce Shelley (Mitsuko Aoi) Anonymous donors in

Bodhi Day Donation Box

Ted Muneno

MEMBERSHIP DONATION Request By Jodi Miles

The Buddhist Church of Santa Barbara (Temple) is part of the nationwide
Buddhist Churches of America (BCA). Each church/temple gives a monthly
assessment to the main BCA office. They, in turn, provide ministers,
educational programs, community outreach, assistant minister, training classes,
charitable giving and services to Sanghas (congregations).

We also have to keep the lights on, plants watered, driveways paved and more.
So that said - as you can see this leads up to a membership donation request
for the 2026 year. We suggest $100.00, so that is less than $10.00 per month
membership. If you choose to be a member, please donate.

But all will continue to be warmly welcomed!

See Doug Wilson at the entry table about any donations, or mail checks to the
Church with note on membership.

BCSB benefits from BCA. We are fortunate in that Rev. JP deGuzman is
temporarily assigned to be our minister. We received a grant from the Bishop’s
Fund of BCA that enables us to give Rev. JP a stipend for providing us with
services and educational outreach.
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IN-KIND AND LABOR DONATIONS
Our building was built in 1966 with the opening ceremony in May. Thanks to
the good craftsmanship that went into the building, it's holding up pretty well!
But, the double-door entries had warped and buckled with misaligned

hardware. Ted Muneno donated four off-size doors, and a contractor, David
Beltran, put up the doors with Dennis Ito’s assistance. Then, painting and
hardware were added.
At BCSB we are fortunate to have two fine woodworkers in our Sangha. Ted
Muneno is renowned for his fine custom
cabinetry work, and Dennis Ito makes
wonderful jewelry boxes among other
things. And, if you have ever tried to get
a contractor for a ‘little’ job, Ted’s
connections are vital for arranging the
work!
ure 2 David Bertram discussing the job with Te Muneno Why red doors? Vermilio n/red s
and Dennis lto. “associated with

protection and vitality, the separation of

sacred from the mundane”. This is true in Japanese
culture for both Shinto and Buddhist tradition. Also,
the pigment used to be cinnabar which also helped
preserve the wood.
When you enter through the doors, you are in a safe,
calm space of
community.
Japanese Esthetic

in Landscaping -

Our ‘Courtyard

Garden’ is an
evolving ‘landscape’ with the volcanic rocks
representing islands/mountains, statues of
Buddhist symbols, with the trees/plants
reflecting seasonality and placed with hidden
views. The fences enclose spaces. Stone
lanterns symbolize light and came in the 6t C
when Buddhism came to Japan. The courtyard
garden also ‘borrows scenery’ which are the
mountains and even our neighbors’ plants.

Figure 3 Dennis Ito mugging for the camera.

Figure 4. Greg Kitajima shaping Hinoki cypress.


jamie uyehara
Inserted Text
 /
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February 2026 - Nirvana
Day: Let’s Live a BIIG Life

Greetings BCSB dharma
friends. Unfortunately, | will
be unable to join you all at
our next monthly service on
February 14. But the show
must go on! | am delighted
to report that Rev. Stacy
Reardon will officiate the
February Shotsuki Memorial
and Nehan-e (Nirvana Day)
service.

Nehan-e commemorates
the death of Sakyamuni
Buddha, the Indian prince
who went on to attain
enlightenment (Nirvana),
clarifying truths that are
universal to the human
condition. Upon his death at
the age of 80, he entered
his final stage of
enlightenment known as
Parinirvana. Though the
historical Buddha lived
2500 years ago, his
teachings remain more
relevant than ever.

A helpful acronym to grasp
the Buddha’s teachings

Church News

(805)962-3633
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comes from Rev. Dr.
Kenneth Tanaka, one of the
foremost Shin Buddhist
Studies scholars in the
English-speaking world, and
a former BCA minister: BIIG.
Tanaka sensei reminds us
that the fundamental
teaching of the Buddha is
that there are BUMPS in the
road of our individual life, in
other words, suffering or, in
Pali, dukkha. We are all
subject to feeling off kilter
due to our attachments
rooted in the base passions
of greed, anger, and
delusion.

However, the reminder that
all life in our existence

is IMPERMANENT can offer
succor, allowing us to
understand that the most
difficult moments of our life
will not last forever, nor will
they define us. This reality
also calls out to us to live
life boldly, savor our
relationships with others,
and learn lessons from what
we may think are good and
bad experiences since
they, too, are ephemeral.
By reflecting

on INTERDEPENDENCE, we

also realize that we are
equipped with the spiritual
shock absorbers to grapple
with the bumps in the road.
Not only are we
interconnected through
Kinship or friendship, but |
am because you are. As we
might say in

Japanese, okagesamade.
With this mindset we can
then begin to witness the
potential for GOODNESS in
our lives. Each encounter is
an opportunity to awaken to
these truths and feel
assured that limitless
wisdom, manifested through
great compassion, shines
on our path to carry us to
the same liberation that the
Buddha experienced so long
ago.

Though I'll miss seeing your
smiling faces, I'm confident
that we’ll all be there for
each other in living a BIIG
life.

Namo Amida Butsu!
Rev. Jean-Paul deGuzman

General Meeting - For 2026, we will have a hybrid meeting on Feb 14, from
11:15-11:45 during our community potluck. If you would like to join by internet,
please email newsbcsb@gmail.com or call (805)962-3633 with a callback

number. According to our By-Laws, these meetings are to inform members of
important business and financial matters, plus any other events. For BCSB, this
meeting will be a general planning meeting.


mailto:newsbcsb@gmail.com

Contact us: (805)962-3633 or newsBCSB@gmail.com
https://www.buddhistchurchofsantabarbara.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SBBuddhistx
https://www.instagram.com/SBBuddhist

Board of Trustees (BOT) - We have a dozen members that have indicated they

are willing to serve on the Board. @ But, we can have 20 members on the
BOT! The Board of Trustees help advise and work on the sustainability of
BCSB. Won’t you consider self-nominating for the BOT? We welcome your
ideas! Please contact us at newsBCSB@gmail.com.

OBON Planning has started! Obon Festivals are a Japanese tradition, but it is to
show gratitude to our ancestors. During Obon, the spirits come down to enjoy
and be entertained by the community dance. In America, Obon has evolved into
a Celebration of Joy, (buddhistchurchesofamerica.org/obon-gathering-of-joy).

Although early in the preparation for Obon, Jodi Miles has again
. stepped-up to coordinate Obon’s many activities! She wants to keep
" it simple, but expand the festival activities.
 Jodi Miles request — Treasures Table - Our treasures table was very
successful so we are soliciting donations again. If you have any
: g« thingyou feel is of interest - often time things from Japan and other
- Asian nations are the things people love to find, e.g., Tea sets, China
| 4 and ceramics, fabric, dolls, and other gifts. Spring clean out the
’?_ 3 attic in preparation for Obon!
L If you have donations, please contact me at miles.jodi@gmail.com
or call at (805)701-1602.

Kudos! To Roberta Cook for volunteering to lead the Obon dances, again! The
SoCal temple leads will learn the 2026 dances in March. Here are the
~&' list of dances:

Bon Odori Uta, Hawaii Ondo, Uki Uki Ondo, Shigisan Ondo, Yosakoi
Naruko Ondo, Ashibinaa, Kagoshima Ohara Bushi, and Memanbetsu
Bayashi.

“Ondo” refers to the rhythm-beat used during Obon dances. It's a
swing rhythm (long note-short note) syncopation with count of 2/2.
(Wikipedia Ondo (music), you-tube Mike Barnes drums) For more
information, Bon Daiko Tutorial on YouTube with Isaku Kageyama.

Okinawan dance performance for Obon JJ Uyehara
My mom grew up in preWWII Okinawa, and begged her mother to let her learn dance.
And, although her mother was a widow on a schoolteacher’s salary, she paid for dance
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lessons. And, throughout my mom'’s life, she learned and performed Okinawan dance. In
honor of my Okinawan ancestors, | would like to celebrate Obon with an Okinawan Dance
performance.

Thank you! To Mrs Richiko Nishimura sensei who taught Ellen Clark, Harumi
Nishimura, and JJ Uyehara the dance steps to Uchinaa
Uchinaa. Nishimura sensei will be back from Okinawa in
April to check on our progress and to teach another dance
for a performance.

' We welcome other performers! We took ‘video’ from two
angles and are slowly learning the steps from those videos.
Presently, we are practicing on Wed, 11 - 12:30 at BCSB.
Although she chose a beautiful, simple dance, we are
methodically practicing each part.

If interested, please email newsBCSB@gmail.com, or
leave voicemail on church line with a callback number.
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